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THE RECOMMENDATORY 
FP R-E-F ACE 


I Have peruſed theſe DiALlocuxs 
+ with ſo much pleaſure, that 
had the author of them been en- 
tirely unknown, I ſhould have 
wiſhed they might be made pub- 
lic. But T muſt defire it with 
the Feater earneſtneſs, as they 
were , written by a Lady, with 
whoſe valuable character I have 
been acquainted many years, and- 
who has been long employed in 
the education of children, with 
great wiſdom, piety, and tender- 
neſs, ſo as to have been inſtru- 
mental, by the divine bleſſing, in 
forming ſeveral to a temper and 
A 2 con- 
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conduct in many amiable in- 
ſtances reſembling her own. 


The ſubje& of moſt, or indeed 
all of them will eaſily appear to 
be important; the thoughts and 
expreſſions, with ſuch little heigh- 
tenings as mult be allowed in all 
works of this kind, ſeem to me 
very natural ; and I have the plea- 
ſure to aſſure the reader, that the 
D:iaLqGuts themſelves are not en- 
tixely ficticious, being generally 
formed on incidents. that really 
occurred in life, and gave occaſion 
to ſuch kind of converſations as 
are here repreſentel. 


It ſeems to me a very happy 
expedient thus to make children 
inſtructors to each other. 1 queſ- 
tion not but theſe Diarocusgs 
will be read with great pleaſure 
by thoſe of the like Age with the 
perſons . repreſented. as ſpeaking 

in them. Their curioſity will be 
| awakened 
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awakened, and their attention en- 
gaged, by the variety of the cha- 
racters, as well as by the little 
ſtories which are the foundation 
of theſe diſco ur ſes ; and the peru- 
ſal of them will be an entertain- 
ment and reward rather than a 
labour, eſpecially if two children 
be employed in reading them to- 
gether, each taking its proper 
part. This will give an additional 
ſpirit to the dialogue; will make 
it yet more eaſily and diſtinctly 
underſtood; and under due ma- 
nagement it may form them to 
that free, eaſy, and lively pronun- 
ciation, on which ſo many of the 
graces of reading and ſpeaking 
depend. | 


I hope the character of this 
little work, in concurrence with 
its moderate price, will introduce 
it into many families; and 1 will 


take the liberty to add, that where 


miniſters catechiſe the children 
ALKUFN KL. of. 
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of their congregations (which 1 
hope is, or will be, generally 
practiſed) this book, as well as 
the new edition of my W 
friend Dr. Watts's Songs for Chi 

dren, with the agreeable compo- 
ſures added to it, may make a pro- 
per preſent for ſuch children as 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by learning 
their catechiſms with dihigence 
and exaCtneſs. 


I conclude with my hearty 
prayers, that the divine bleſſing 
may ſo attend the one and the 
5 that the children of the 
reſent age may grow up deepl 
| Gare ahh theſe * rag 
timents, which are expreſſed both 
here and there in their different 
way, with ſo much eaſe, ſpirit, 
and propriety. | 


NoRTHAMPTON, 
June 8, 1741. 
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To thoſe Lou O Es, into whoſe 
hands the following DiALouxs 
may come. | 


A® your uſefulne/s in life, and bappi- 

- neſs after death, have no ſmall de- 
pendence on thoſe impreſſions that are 
made on your minds in your tender years, 
and the notions you now entertain, as to 
fin and duty; no means ſhould be left 
untried that may have the leaſt tendency 
to promote fo valuable an end. And 
tho I am ſenſible (and it is with plea- 


ſure I mention it) great helps have been 


afforded to you by much abler hands, 


pet 1 am in hopes this attempt will nos 


be altogether uſeleſs; having this how. 
ever to recommend it to you, that it is 
new, which is no ſmall inducement to 
thoſe of your age to peruſe a book when 
they have no great inclination to read 
over again their old ones, I hope, 
therefore, I ſhall at laaſt gain a pardon 
for all that bave any hand in your edu- 
cation, for a deſign to convey inſtruftion 
N 3 to 
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to you in ſo pleaſant and familiar a way. 
And as 1 have obſerved, this manner of 
writing is What you in general take do- 
light in, I promiſe myſelf your appro- 
bation ſo far, as that you will read 
it when put into your hands. But 1 
have this further to beg of you, that 
you will read it with aue obſervation, 
and conſider which ef the children 
ſpeaking beſt ſuits your charater as to 
temper aud behaviour; for tho I do 
net pretend theſe Dialogues to be really 
ſpoken in the form here repreſented to 
you, yet as I can afſert the ſubſtance of 


. them, eſpeſcially the moſt expori mental 


parts, 10 be fatt from my own knowledge, 
J recommend them ta you as examples 
for your imitation, that you may raiſe 
in your breaſts earneſt defires of coming 
up in knowledge and prace to the beſt 
there: and then reſolve to follow the 
Pattern they here ſet you, of doing what 
in you lies, to mate thoſe you converſe 
with good too. For as nothing tends. 
more to the ruin of youth than the'evil 
counſels and bad exaniples of thafe they 
converſe with ; ſo 'it is not eaſy io be 
thought how much glory might be brought 
to 1 and good done ta precious fouls, 


| if 
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if thoſe of you who have been well i 
ſtructed, and have been convinced af 3-9 
worth of your own ſouls, and the Wh 
fity there is of dev«ting yourſelves to God 
in Chriſt, in order to ſecure your ever- ; 


| laſting | happineſs would do the utmoſt 


to promote the lite ſerious e on 
1 companions. | 5 


- That bd is bere written may; by a 
divine bleſſing attending it, be ſomewgys 
aſeful for the increaſe of the number of 


ſuch youth as may be the comfort of 
their friends and the ornament of the 
church, may glorify their Creator bere, 


and be glorified with Him hereafter, is. 
the earneſt defire af the author, who: 


has near at heart the _— 0 of The: -* 


rift ing generation. 


; ©; 
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Papa, I have a great deal to be angry 
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DIALOGUE I. 


Between Maſter Sammy, and Maſter 
\ BiLLy, again Ly1xG. 


Sam, HAT's the matter, Billy ? 
\ You look as if you had been 

a- crying. | 
Bil. My papa has been angry with me. 

Sam. What has he been angry with you for? 

Bil, I am aſhamed to tell you; I have 
been very naughty indeed. 

Sam. Nay but tell me what it was, I 
won't tell any body; and you know I tell 
you any thing you aſk me. 

Bil. I have told a lie. My papa taxed 
me with a fault I had committed, and [ 
denied it; at laſt he made me own it, and 
has corrected me. 

Sam. That was a little hard, when he had 
made you confeſs, to correct you, without 
you had done ſomewhat very bad indeed. 

Bil. No, that was but a ſmall fault: it was 
not what I did, but the denying it, I was 
corrected for; and I am ſure I deſerved it. 

Sam. Nay then, if you are ſatisfied, don't 
look ſo dull: come clear up and be briſk. 

Bil. No, Sammy, I am not ſatisfied, for 
tho* I have no reaſon to complain of my 


with 
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with myſelf, that I ſhould offend 16 kind 


a Pappa, a -and 2 is worſe, make God ta 
angry with 3 pr 

m. "rap no, on t be concerned about f 
that, I have told a lie a great many times, de 


and God was never angry with me, that 
I Kno p. f 
Bil. No, it may be you Lon t — it, ti 
but. God is very angry with us when we 7 
tell lies. I never knew ſo much af it be- 
fore, but my papa has told me what a ſad 
thing it is for children to tell lies, and 
ſhewed me where Cbriſt has faid that the 
- Devil is the father af liars; and in another 
pla ce, that all liars hail haue their part in 
the iake which burns with fire and brim/ione ; 
and is not this enough to grieve me? 
Sam I don't know, 4 never was con- 
cerned about it. My papa ſays that 
tis a very naughty thing for children to 
tell hes, but he never told me that God 
ſhould be angry with me, and that I 
would be the Devil's child if 1 did; for 
then I believe I ſhould have been afraid as 
well as you. But are you ſure tis true? 
Bill. Yes, I am fore my papa would 
not have faid ſo. if it were not. Beſides [ 
tell you he ſhewed it me in the word of 
God, and made me read to him in the-$th 
chapter of the A#s, how Ananias and Sap- MN 
pbiru were ſtruck dead for telling a lie. 
Sam. That was ſad indeed | I ought to 
bleſs God that he has not ftruck me dead 
then, that have told ſo man © _ _ ® 


is 
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Bil. Well Sammy, I hope we ſhall both 
take heed what we ſay for the future, and 
pray to God to forgive us what ĩs paſt. 

Sam. Will God pardon us then, if we 
don't tell any more? 

Bil. Ves, if we are ſorry, and pray nim 

for Cbriſt's ſake to forgive us; for my papa 

told me, he has ſald, ha. confe eib and 


fen * i, oe find . 


DIALOGUE II. 


Betwein Miſs Charlotte, and NM. 
Olivia, On reading the Scripture. 


char. | Came to. play with you, ye; 
this afternoon if 1 may. 

| Oliv. Yes, Charlatie, why ſhould you 
queſtion it; for I am very glad to ſee you, 

and my mamma. is always willing to have 
you here. 

Chur. I was afraid you had got a taſk to 
learn, becauſe I ſaw, you with a book in 
your hand, that made me ſay fo, 

Oliv. No, I was not getting any thing, 
I. was only reading a chapter to myſelf. 

Char, You love reading, better than I, 
for I think | have reading enough at ſchool, 
I don't love to read at home too. 

Oliv. Not love to read the word of God, 
Charlotte ! *tis ſad indeed if you don't. 


Char. Yes, I like it well enough to a. * 


* 


| < 
it; but not at School and at home too.” * 


bu. I read at hook as well as YoPr! 7 


| 
I 
1 
1 


I FAMILIAR ' DIALOGUES 


I generally read a chapter to papa or mam- 1 
ma beſides, and ſometimes to myſelf. 
Char, If you like to read fo much, tis 


nothing to me; but I think you have no great 
occaſion for it, for you can read better than I. 
Oliv. No I can't; but that is not the | 
chief thing'l read at home for. 
* Char, No; I thought what all children 
read their books for was to learn. 
Oliv. Pray what do other people read 
for; Don't your papa and mamma too read 
the bible? h | 
.  - "Char. Ves, but they read it to mind the 
ſenſe, which-is none of our buſineſs till we 
grow bigger: SEA te 
Oliv. O dear Charlotte, don't ſpeak ſo! 
What, is it none of our buſineſs to know 
what God has ſaid to us in his word? 
* Char. No, not till we are older, for we 
can't underſtand it yet: I can't at leaſt; I 
don't know-what you do. | 
Ov. Yes, you and I too are capable of 
underſtanding Gniething of it, if we read it 
carefully; nay, there's my little brother, who 
1s not above five years old, will very often 
give my mamma an account of what he has 
been reading atſchool, and if tis any pretty 
ſtory, will tell her moſt of it. 
Chor. Why, are there any pretty ſtories 
| in the bible? [ love ſtories dearly, but never 
T- found any pretty ones there. | 
- Oliv, No, that's ſtrange indeed] you 
might well ſay you did not underſtand 
what you read ; but the reaſon is becauſe 


you did not mind. | Ouv. 


” —————_ —— 
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Ch. Yes, I do mind, or elſe: how could 
J learn to read? 2 | 

ol. You mind to read the words right, 
but I find, not at all what you are read- 
ing about. | 

Ch, No indeed, that's true, for I always 
tought twas what I knew nothing of. 
But what are the ſtories about? I ſhould 
like to mind them. 

ol. I am ſorry to ſee you ſo ignorant in- 
deed, Charlotte. Were you never taught 
who was the firſt man? And who was ſav' d 
in the ark when the world was drowned ? 

Ch. Ves, Iwas taught theſequeſtions when 
I was a little baby, and was in my primmer. 

ol. Well, and don't you remember 
reading thoſe ſtories when you were in the 
beginning of Genes? 25 

Cb. No, indeed I don't, are they, there? 

Ol. Yes, and towards the latter end is 


all the ſtory of 7o/eph that his brethren 
ſold into Egypt. 


Ch. O, 1 remember that was in thoſe 
queſtions, and there was one about Daniels 
being put into the lion's den, is that in the 
bible too ? 

| Ol. Yes, that is in the 6th chapter of 
Damel; and in the 3d chapter is the ſtory 
of the three children in the fiery furnace. 

Ch, III look for theſe ſtories, and read 
them. But pray tell me what other there are. 

Ol. Charlotte, there are ſo many that 
T can't tell you a quarter of them. In 
the New Teſtament, the firſt five books 
are full of very pretty ones. Char. 
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Tee you. 


have been mightily pleaſed with them. 


Cb. What are they about? 


Ol. I hope Charlotte, your mamma has 


told you, that Jeſus Ghriff came in- 
to the world to ſave ſinners; that he was 
born of the virgin Mary; that whilſt he 


lived here; he did a great many miracles, 


made the blind ſee, the deaf hear, the 
lame walk, and raiſed the dead to life, 


Ch, I don't know, it ſhe has, Ihave for- 


got it. Is all this in the New Teftament ? 


Ol. Tes, as alſo how Chriſ was put to 
_ death on a eroſs, how he roſe again the third 


day, and afterwards aſcended into heaven. 
Cb. Well, Ibeliese I ſhall love to read 
theſe ſtories. I'll read ſome every day, and 
mind mote what is read at ſchool. 

l. Pray do, and I don't queſtion but 


vou will be pleaſed with them. But I. 


won't keep you any longer in tak about 


have a little more diſcour 


this, we'll go to play if SN pleaſe, and 
e 


the next time 


DIAL 0G: U' EB m. 


| Between the /a me, on reflefting an oba 


is read. 5 


* 


Ols. Y 


ſome ſtories every day, fince I was with 
zou, I am glad you put me upon it, for I 


OV fee, Charlotte, I have ſoon 
| BG returned your viſit, and am glad 
to find you employed as you found me. 
Char.” Yes, Olivia, IJ have been reading 


1 
h 
b 
t 
t 
( 
| 
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Oliv. So I thought you would, when you 
Aid you loved tories, and I hope you will 
conſider hat uſe you are to make of them, 
for tis with that deſign they are written 
ſor us. 

Char. Dear Olivia, I muſt beg you to 
tell me how I muſt do that, fer 1 don't 
know; but 1 ſhall” be willing to learn 
Whatever you will teach me, for I find 
that you have been better inſtructed than | 
and know a great deal more. 

Oliv, That 1 have had good inſtruction 
I muſt - own, for my papa and mamma 
have taken a good deal of pains with me, 
but to my ſhame may I ſpeak it, T know 
but little; however 1 ſhall be very willing 
to tell you any thing I do know. And as to 
what I was ſpeaking of, my papa has often 
put me (when F have read 4 ſtory to him) 
on thinking what [ was to learn out of it, 
that was particularly ſuitable to me. 
| Char. Pray make this a little/plainer. to- 

me, for I don't well underſtand you. 

Oliv. I will if IT can. Tell me what 
ſtory you have been reading now Charlotte, 
and we will fee what we are to learn from 
that, and then you will know what T mean. 

Char. I was reading in the 2d book of 
Kings, 2d chap. about the children that 
— the prophet Eliſha, and how two 
ſhe- bears came out of the wood, and tore 
forty- td of them. 

Oliv. That is a very remarkable ſtory in- 
deed, what did you think-when you read it? 
By - Char. 


* 4 
Fl 
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Char. I thought they were very wicked = 
children, and God ſhewed how angry be was en 
with them, by letting the bears kill them. th 
Oliv, That was a very good thought. el 
You remember what they ſaid, don't you ?. Fe 
Char. Yes, Go up thou bald head, go up ti 
thou bald bead... _ 
Ou. Well, and what made it ſo wicked | . 

in them to ſay ſo? for tis to be thought 8 
*twas true that the prophet was bald. p 


Char. I ſuppoſe *twas becauſe they ſpoke _ 
it to deride and jeer him; did they not? || © 
o. Yes to be ſure they did. They | 
could notthink what to ſay to expreſs their 
ſcorn and contempt of this holy man, and 
ſo jeered him on account of a natural de- 
ſect. And ſure this ſhould: be a caution: to 
all children (who are too prone to this 
evil) never to expreſs their contempt of 
others, by mentioning any natural or acci- 
dental infirmity or defect. | 
. Char. I did not think of this uſe of the 
fory before; yet as you ſay, tis indeed a 
very common thing when we would ſhew 
- our anger againſt any, to call em crooked, 
hump- back d, bald-pated, one-eyed, or 
whatever other imperſection they may have, 7 
which this ſtory convinces me is very wrong. 
Oliv. It is indeed, and as my papa told 
me when I read it to him, I ſhould conſi- 
der, that 'tis both fooliſh and wicked. 
Tis very filly to reflect on any one for 
what he can't help; and 'tis very wicked, 
as tis indeed reflecting on. God hah, 
who- 


——ü— — —— 
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who made us all, and for wiſe reaſons per- 
mitted thoſe defects in nature, or ſuffered 
thoſe accidents to befal them, by which 
they came; and the dreadful lot of theſe 
children, methinks, ſhould be enough to 
check us, whenever we find any inclina- 
tion ſo much as to entertain any thought 
of this nature; much rather ought we to 
turn our minds to thankfulneſs and praiſes 
to our gracious God, who has formed us 
ſo perfect, and preſerved us from being 
maimed or deformed by ſad diſaſters. 
Char. Dear Olivia, 1 am much obliged to 
you for giving me theſe wu inſtructions; 
and as I have not the advantages of learn - 
ing as you have, I hope you will be ſo geod 
as to tell me alittle more next time we meet. 
Oliv. That I will moſt readily. And if 
ou aſk me about any thing I don't know, 
In aſk papa or mamma to tell me; and 
pray, my dear, come to fee me quickly. 


DIALOGUE xv. 
Between the ſame on thedeath of a child, 


Char. T Have made a quick return of 
our viſit. But, what's the mat- 

ter, dear Olivia? what do you cry for? 
Oliv. Matter enough, Charlotte, my 

brother Philander is dead. 

Char. Dead! I am ſorry for that, 
when did he die ? | 
Oliv. This morning about ten o'clock. 
Ch. He was well when you were with me 


laſt, was he not? Pray what did he die of ? 
| Oliv. 
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Ot. Yes, but he was taken ill the next 

day: the doctor ſays 'twas a violent fever. 

Ch, But pray don't cry ſo much, you'll 

make yourſelf ſick, and then you'll die too. 
OI. No, I hope not; for I am afraid I am. 
not fit to die as he was, | with I were 

Ch, I hope you won't die, indeed I 
ſhould be very ſorry to loſe. you; but I 
wonder you ſhould think Philander fitter 
to die than you. 

Ol. Oh Charlotte, hg was always a very 

child, he took a great deal of delight 

in hearing and reading good things; he 
would go by himſelf to pray every morning 
and night; and I never remember his 
making papa dr. mamma angry with him 
but once, and then he went by himſelf y 
preſently to beg pardon of God for his A 
diſobedience, and. would. not reid till be . { 
Had obtained their pardon too. 

Ch. He was an extraordinary child in- 

_ deed, of his age, but I thigk yen are as. 1 
good, am ſwe I never ſaw one that | 
knows ſo much as you. d 

O. So much the worſe for me urlitte, ? 
that 1 mould know ſo much of m duty, 5 
and do it no better; my dear brother that 
is gone, took care to put in practice what: 
he knew. 

ch 80 do you, 1 believe, for I have 
heard you much commended.” © 

Ol. No indeed I have not, I have fre- 
quently. diſpleaſed my parents, anll often. 
omitted ſecret prayer, which this dear little 

Crea- 
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creature would reprove me for ; and now he 
is gone, I with I had minded him more. 
Cb. Well come, pray don't cry any lon- 
ger, you may follow his advice now; and 
1 hope this account will do me good, for 
I am ſure I am a great deal worle than 
vou; and if you are not fit to die, what 
will become of me? | 

Ol. I hope God will give us repentance, 4 
and forgive our fins, that when we die, we 1 
may go to heaven, where my dear bro- 
ther is gone. For be told us he was go- 
ing to Ged and Chri/?, and bid us not c 
for him, but prepare to follow him; but 
ſometimes I fear I never ſhall, 

Ch. I came to learn of you, not to teach 
you; but Icannot ferbear telling you of 
a place I read this morning, which I think 
ſuitable to us, both for direction and en- 

couragement. 7 

Ol. What is it dear Charlatte? I long 

to hear. 
_ Char. It is in Ja. Iv. 7. Let the wicked 
forſake his ways, and the unrighteous, man his 
thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly parden. 

Ol, 73 his is a ſeaſonable word indeed, 
God grant we may forſake every ſin, and 
ſincerely return to him, and then we have 
his promiſe of pardon; and if our ſins are 
pardoned, we may be ſure our ſouls will 


be ſaved. | 
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DIALOGUE. v. 


Between Miſs Chloe and Miſt Dorinda, on 
PRAYER. 


Cur. papa has given me leave to 
ſpend this afternoon with you, 

if you are not engaged. 
ox. No, CHLox, I am no ways en- 
gaged, I ſhall be very glad of your company. 

Cnr. What book was that you. were 
reading in when I came in ? 

Dor; A very pretty book, Dr. Watts's 
Prayers for children and youth; did you ne- 
ver ſee it? here it is. Va 

Cur. No, not as I remember. Is all this 
prayers ? | 

Dok. Great part of it, but here are alſo 
ſome conſiderations to excite us to the 


duty, and ſome directions for the right 


formance of it. | 
C. And didyouever get any of theſe prayers? 
Dor. Yes, my mamma taught me the 
infant's prayer as ſoon as | could ſpeak ; 
then the young child's, and now I have 
thoſe for children of twelve years old. 
CHL. But you are not ſo old yet, how 
came you to learn them? 
Don. 1 am almoſt, and my mamma has 
told me the meaning of thoſe words in 
them, 1 did not underſtand. 

CRI. But I ſuppoſe they are longer, and 
I ſhould not like to get long prayers, and 
be obliged to ſay them every morning and 
night, as I ſuppoſe you do, D 

' ( OR, 
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Dor. Why Chro! I hope you do not 
think ita hardſhip to get any thing that is 
good, or to be ſo long employed every day. 

in praying to God. What prayers do you 

uſe? for I don't doubt but your papa has 
inſtructed you in your duty, as to pray- 
ing to God. | 
- Cnr. Les, indeed my papa has often 
talked to me about it. When my mamma 
was alive, I remember I uſed to ſay the 
Lord's-prayer to her night and morning, 
and after her death a ſervant was ordered to 
Hear me; but ſince I grew bigger, that I was 
not required to ſay it to any body, to tell 
you the truth,'tis very ſeldom I ſay it at all. 

Dor. Iam very ſorry to hear this in- 
deed, CHLoe, and yet you own your papa 

has told you of your duty. 
En. Yes, but I generally forget it. 

Don. Forget to pray to God for the 
mercies you want, that's ſad indeed ! if 
God ſhould thus-forget you, what do you 

think would become of you ? 2 

Cnr. Sometimes of an evening I think 
-of it, but when 'tis dark I am afraid to go 
'by myſelf. 

Don. I don't wonder that you are afraid, 
if you ſo ſeldom pray to God to preſerve 
you. For my part, if I ſhould not commit 
myſelf to the protection of God before I 
lie down, I ſhould fear he would be fo. 
angry with me, as to ſuffer ſome miſchief to 
come upon me, before the morning light. 

CHL, But my papa goes to prayer with 

| us, 


14 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 


us, and I do. not ſee any need there is for 
me to pray beſides. 
Don. Indeed CaLoe, lam afraid by your 
talk that you nevgr prayed in your life. 
Cn. Nay, = VRINDA, now you wrong 
me, I am ſure; what won't you believe me? 
Dor. 1 make no doubt, my dear, of the 
truth of what you ſaid; but» 1 believe 
what you call praying, I don't. 
C. Nay I don't know what you mean now. 
Don. I will tell you. I don't call it 
pray ing, only to ſay the words that are in 
any prayer, or to kneel down whilſt the 
maſter of the family prays; this you ſeem 
to. account praying. 
Car. Yes, I don't know what praying 
is if this is not. I thought this was what 
every body called praying. t 
Dok. No, CHLos, praying is the work P 
of the heart, and without we ſend up our 
defires to God, our prayers will do us no 0 
good; for it is the heart God looks at in V 
all our approaches to him. r 
Car. You. talk of what I don't well { 
| 
0 
{ 


underſtand : but I can't think but I have 
prayed to God a great many times in my life. 

Don. You tell me when you pray, 
you ſay the Lord's- prayer; now I will de- 
fire you to tell me with what temper of 


mind you have ſaid it. 
Car, What temper of mind, indeed Do- 


RINDA Ido not know what you mean. I 1 
find you know a great deal more of theſe 
things than I; pray explain it to me. ö 


Dok. 
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Dok. What I mean is this, when you 
are ſaying, Our Father, which art in heaven, 
do you with awe and reverence think of 
God as your heavenly Father? Do you 
find a defire to love and obey him as 
child ? When you are praying that he 
would forgive your fins, do you End a ſenſe 
of ſin, and a ſorrow for it? So in the reſt, 
do your thoughts go along with your 
words, or do you only ſay over what you 
were taught, and think nothing about it? 
Likewiſe when your papa is at prayer, do 
you mind what he fays, and lift up your 

eart to God, defiring from him the mer- 
cies prayed for ? Now you underſtand me, 
don't you? 

Cn. Yes I do, and muſt confeſs, that if 
this is praying, I never did (as you ſay) 
pray to God in my life. 

Dor. But CHLoe, I hope you will not 
omit it any longer, and that in ſecret, as 
well as in the family; for Chriſ has com- 
manded us to enter into our cloſtt, and 
ſhut our doors, and there pray to our Fa- 
ther which ſeeth in ſecret; and for our en- 
couragement has promiſed, that theſe our 
ſecret devotions ſhall be rewarded openly. 

Cn. But my thoughts are almoſt always 
on my play; and I don't know how to fix 
them, as you talk, on good things. 

Dor. The harder you find it to fix your 
mind, the more occaſion you have to en- 


— — . ͤ— 
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deavour it; and I am perſuaded if yon 


would, before you begins lit downand con- 
Ae ſider 
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fider the many mercies you have received 
from God, and what you ſtand in need of, 
the many ſins you have committed, and the 
dreadful conſequences of them, if God 
ſhould not forgive them, even endleſs mi- 
ſery ; I ſay, if you think over theſe things, 
you will not need many more conſidera- 
tions to put you into a ſerious temper; you 
will find yourſelf ſo much concerned in 
the acceptance your prayers meet with, 
as will put fervour into your deſires. And 
if you pleaſe I will lend you this book, 
becauſe I think theſe prayers are ſuch as 
you will underſtand,  - — | 

Cu. Pray do, and I will. get ſome and 
try to uſe them in the manner you have di- 
rected me. AN 424-14 tid 

Dor. You will.find: there better direc- 

tions than I can give you, and pray God 
bleſs them to you, 


DIALOGUE VI. 


Between Miſs Emilia and M/s Lemira, on 

| keeping the SABBATH. WL 
Em. IF you won't be angry Lemira, I'll 
tell you a fault you were guilty of 


Tem. No, Emilia, indeed I ſhan't, for I 
know you will do it out of love to me. 
Em. I aſſure you I do, for my end is that 
you may amend without correction; for 1 
am ſure if your papa knew what you did 
zaſt night, be would be very angry. 
Lem. I believe I gueſs what you mean, 
dut pray tell me. 


n 


— 
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Em. I looked in at the window as I came 
from church, and faw you employed very 
unſuitably to the day. If my mamma had 
not been with me, I ſhouldhave ſpoke to you. 
Lem. I thought what you meant, and I 
wiſh you had, it would have ſaved my bro- 
ther and me a ſevere correction, for- my. 
papa caught us at it; and after laying be- 
fore us the evil we were guilty of, by pro- 
phaning the Lord's day, told us he ſhould 
give us deſerved correction on the morrow, 
which we this morning had. | 
Em. I am very ſorry. I did not ſpeak te 
you, but I thought my mamma did not ſee 
you, and I was loth ſhe ſhould know. But 
methinks if-itwas the firſt time you had of- 
fended on this account, Mr. — might have 
thought ĩt ſufficient to convince you of the 
fin,” and reſerve the puniſhment if you 
ſhould be guilty again. | remember my 
mamma did fo by me one Lord's-day night 
after we came from church: I was got by 
myſelf, and very buſily engaged in play, 
when my mamma came into the room, ſhe 
was very angry with me, and took me up 
into her chamber, where ſhe turned me to, 
and cauſed me to read thoſe places of ſerip- 
ture, wherein God commands us to keep 
holy the ſabbath- day; and al ſo where God 
ſpeaks of it as the great reproach of a wick- 
ed people, that they ſaid, What a wearinefs 
FE it is to ſerve the Lord, and when will the ab- 
| bath be over ? She likewiſe told me, that 
| if inſtruction and reproof would not do; 
| ſhe muſt add operon next time, | 
2 


| 
| 
| 
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Lem. Well, and were never gui 
of the ſame fault again ? 12 * ty | 

Em. Never: ſo far as to be corrected for 


it; I never ſet myſelf to play again. I have 
not indeed improved the time between the 


public worſhip as I ought to have done, in 
refleQing on what I have heard, in reading 
or getting my catechiſm ; herein I have 


too frequently been defective, which I am 


ſenſible is an evil, and what 1 2 to be 
more careful in. 

Lem. Ahl. Emilia, your mamma and my 
papa have acted both alike: and herein is 
the difference, that you were ſo good and 
ſo wiſe as to mend with reproofs; and I 
have been ſo fooliſh and ſo wicked, that 
though I have had them frequently repeat- 
ed, they have had no effect upon me, which 
as my papa told me, obliged aim to uſo 
ſeverer methods with me. 

Em. I am ſorry to hear this 1 for 
methinks that's a very diſingenuous mind 
that won't be wrought on without ſtripes. 
Don't you know what Selomon ſays: that 
@ reproof entereth more into a wiſe man, than 

dred firipes into a fool. 

Lem. Indeed I muſt own myſelf very 
much to blame, I fee my ſin and folly, but 
alas ! fo have I done a great many times, 
and been as angry with myſelf as papa 
Has been with me; and yet may be the next 
Lord's-day, when nobody was. by, I bave 
done the ſame, though I have been taught 


that 


»* 
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that he takes notice whether I main or 
prophane his day. 

Em. I know you have the advantage © of 
good inſtruction as well as I, and I hope 
'twill pleaſe God to bleſs it to you, and* 
that you will never again have occaſion for: 
a reproof on this account, 

Lem. 1 hope I ſhall not, Emilia, I give 
you many thanks for your good advice, and 
mall be glad of your company often; which 
] beli&ve will be very ſerviceable to me; 
for though papa is a very good man, and- 
takes all opportunities to inſtruct me, yet 
you know he has but very little time for it, 

being much abroad. If my mamma had 
been alive as your's is, I ſhould have had 
greater advantages, and beſides, I cam talk 
more freely to you than to my papa. 

: Amy I ſhall be very glad to be any ways 
of ſervice to you, and will be e as! 
often as] can. 


DIALOGUE VII. 


Between the ſame, on @ proud and Hough: 
1! i carriage 10wards' INFERIORSe 


Lem. T Am verygladtoſee you, I Medes 

wiſhing for you all the afternoon. 

Em. I thought I'faw a little girl witch 

„I hope 1 have not ſentheraway, 
Lem. O, that's only a neighbour's daugh- 
ter that Jet come and play with me ſome- 

times when I'm alone; I don t mind ſend- 


in 8 der das bn 
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Em. Nay, but pray let her come in again, 
I would not have her go upon my nceotint, 
The will be angry perhaps. 
Lem. So let berifſhe will, I don't care; 
for to tell you the truth, I don't love the 
ſhould come, but my papa has ſome ac- 
quaintance with her father and mother, and 
he ſays they are very good people, and ſhe 
is a pretty civil child, ſo will have her here 
often; but they are poor folks, and I don't 
think her fit company for me; howgger, 
as to affronting her I can't do it, for if L 
could, I ſhould have done it long ago. 
En. Lemira, lam loth to be always find- 
fault with you; but you took what 1 
g dad laſt time to you ſo well, that I hope I 
ſhall not offend you if I am free in ſpeak= 
ing again. 
- Lem, No, Emilia, Than't be angry, fas 
Jam ſure you ſpeak to me for my good. 
Em. Then indeed Lemira I am ſorry to 
fee ſo much of a haughty temper as you 
have diſcovered concerning this child. You | 
know pride 1 is very unbecoming as well as 
ſinful. * | 
Lem. I an't proud, not I; but 1 think 3 it 
is beneath a gentleman's daughter to keep 
company with ſuch poor children. 
Em. Then I can aſſure you I very often 
act beneath myſelf, for there's Lydia ——, 
I -fuppoſe you — her, don't you? ... © * 
Lem. Nes, I think her mother | 
Jittle, op; 1 believe I bought ſome ig 
band of her once, is it not her you meant. 11 
2 . 


= 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 21 


Em. Nes, tis ſhe, and I can aſſure you 


ſome of the pleaſanteſt hours { ſpend, are 
in that child's company. | 

Lem. I can't tell what you admire in hes 
indeed Emilia, I thought you had a better 
fancy, 1 know the girl by fight. | 

Em. You know her only by ſight, and 
the mean, tho' decent appearance ſhe makes, 
renders her contemptible in your eyes; but 
F know her by intimate acquaintance, and 
her handſome carriage, good temper, wit, 
and above all, goodneſs, renders her an agree- 
able companion to me. 

Lem, 1 don'tknow what ſhe may be, but 
in general I hope you'll allow it moſt pro- 
per to keep company with ſuch as ourſelves. 

Em. Yes, I grant 'tis beſt when we can, 
to fuch for our intimates on this ac- 
countFbecauſe! we are moſt likely to learn 
of them a behaviour ſuitable to the rank in 
which we are placed. But then when we are 
with thoſe that are below us, we ſhould 
treat them with a great deal of civility and 
kindneſs, which, by your own account, you 
did not this child we are ſpeaking of. 


I am civil enough to her, I think? 


mne was a rich man's daughter, would you? 
Em. I would have you behave towards 


Bows not have me carry it to her as if 


her as a creature of the ſame rank of beings. 


with yourſelf; and as conſidering that tis 
God alone who has made a difference in 


the circumſtances of your parents and her's._ 
But pray, before we go any farther, what are 


C 4 her 
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her friends. For I thought by the glimpſe 1 
had of her, ſhe looked pretty well dreſs'd. 


Lem. Her father was deſigned for a law- 


yer, and I heard her ſay, was at Oxford for 
learning; but his father, thro” misfortunes, 
not beingable to maintain him till he got in- 


to buſineſs, he was obliged to ſeek for a 


maintenance in a meaner way and gota place 


# which brings him in hardly enough to keep 


them. As to her dreſs, indeed ſhe generally 
oes neat enough, for her mother as a 
ntleman's daughter, and (he takes pains 


to have her make as genteel an appearance 
as ſhe can with what ſhe has, whach 1s 


chiefly my old clothes. 


Em. Well, Lemira, now [ think yo 


much more to blame than I did before. 
Lem. Why fo pray? a 
Emil. Becauſe for ought I can find, the 
came of as good a family as we. 


Lem. What if ſhe did? I tell you they are 


ſo poor now as to be glad of my old clothes. 


Eu. Then according to your notion, I 


perceive if my papa ſhould loſe his mo- 


ney and grow poor, you would not care to 


keep me company any longer. 
Lem. Yes, indeed 1 ſhould, Emilia; why 
ſhould you have ſuch a thought? - 
Em. Nay, I canthink no otherwiſe by 


what you ſay yourſelf, Atfirſt I thought you 
only meant that you did not like to keep 


company with the ordinary ſort of children; 


but now I fmd the chief of your objection 


en in their parents not having ſo much 
money 
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money as your's, and not being able to keep 
them ſo fine. Now I would only have you _ 
conſider how: you would like it, ſuppoſing 
your papa ſhould loſe moſt of what he has, 
(as many merchants have done) if you ſound 
yourſelf” flighted and deſpiſed on that ac- 
count, and thought unfit company for any 
of your old acquaintanee, what would you" 
think of it, making the caſe youx'own? ** 
Lem. I muſt confeſs I ſhould think it 
very hard. 9114 facet} 1 - + 12 : 1 4 
Em, Then I hope you will ſee reaſon to 
change both your opinion and conduct, and 
beware of ſuch a temper and behaviour for 
the future; for the wiſeſt of men has told 
us, that pride goeth before defliruftion, and 4 
haughty for it before a fall. And ſochange-' 
able and uncertain is every thing in this' 
world, that we know not how ſoon we, who 
make fo great a figure through our parents 
-proſperity, may by their death or loſſes, be | 
reduced to as low a condition as this child 
now is in; and ſhe may by providence be 
raiſed to the height from which we fell. My 
mamma has frequently told me of ſuch in- 
ſtances to teach me humility, and guard we 
againſt boaſting in what Tat preſent enjoy. 
Lem. I am fully convinced of the reaſon- 
ableneſs of your diſcourſe, and hope, my 
dear Emilia, that I ſhall think of, and en- 
deayour to follow your good advice. 
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D1ALOGUE VII. 


kd the fame on Sickneſs and Dat. 


Emil. Was much concerned, when your 
J man came and told me you were 
fo, in you could not come out. I could not 
be eaſy without getting leave of wy mamma 
to come and ſee you. 
Lem. That was very kind, Emilia. 1 
was ſo bad laſt night, papa thought I ſhould. 
have died, but I am much better to-day. 
Emil. I am very glad of it, and hope 
twill pleaſe God it to. reſtore, You to health. 
* do you take? _ | 
m. I don't know, a a great deal of naſty 
But my doctor tells me I ſhall ſoon 
- well again if I take it, which makes me 
do it willingly. 
Emil. So you ſhould, and 1 hope you 
pray to God * bleſs it to you. | 
Lem. What! ſhould I pray to God when 
I take my phyſic? I did not "think of that. 
Emil. If we ſhould pray to God to bleſs 
eur food, ſure. we ſhould lift up our hearts 
to him to bleſs the phyſic we take, without 
which blefling it can dous, no good; don't 
you think we ſhould. ? | 
Lem. I believe we ſhould, but indeed I 
never did. It may be, if I had, 1 ſhould 
Bave been well before now. | 
Emil. Don't you know we ſay concern- 
ing any thing, if tis not worth aſking for, 
"us not worth having; and ſure it don't 
look 
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look as if we thought our health of any va- 
lue to us, when we never pray to God to 
reſtore it if he has taken it away. 

Lem. You ſay right; I will pray to God 
to make me well; for I am ſure I ſhould 
be very glad to be about again, and fit to 
play. If I ſhould be as bad to- night as I was 
laſt nightT ſhould be frighted out of my wits. 

Emil. J hope you will not; but what 
would fright you ſo much if you ſhould?ꝰ 

Tem. Why, now I know my papa 
thought I ſhould have died: if I ſhould be 
ſo again, I ſhould think ſo too. | 

Emil. I am ſure I ſhould be very ſorry 
if you ſhould die. But what makes you 
fo much afraid of dying? 5 

Lem. What makes me afraid? is not 

every body loth to die? Who would be wil- 
Ung to leave their friends, and be ſhut up 
in a coffin, and be put into a grave for 
worms to eat? I believe you would not, as 
much as you ſeem to wonder at me. 

Emil. I can't ſay but I have been much 
afraid of death, but on another account. 

Lem. Then you have been afraid of dy- 
ing as well as I, pray what were your rea- 
ſons for it? "RAR 

Emil. I feared I was not fit to die; and 
that I muſt go into everlaſting fire in hell, 
amongſt devils and miſerable. creatures. 

Lem. That you had no reaſon to fear, 
for you were always a good child, and none 
but wicked children go to the devil, 

Emil, No, Lemira, you are much miſ- 
| C 6 taken, 
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taken. I never was left ta commit ſuch ' 
groſs ſins as ſome children are guilty of; 
but we were all born with mcelinations to 
that which is ſinful, and I have too much 
followed thoſe ſinful deſires in many in- 
ſtances, Which made me juſtly ſear the 
wrath of God due to nme 
Lem. I don't know, as to that I never 
had any fear about it; for I thought as I 
was not ſo wicked as a great many childrew 
are, I ſhould'go to heaven; and yet I al- 
ways took you to be a great deal better 
than I, ſo that I can't but wonder 
ſhould have ſuch thoughts of yourfelf ! 
Emil. O, Lemira ! tis not ſufficient for 
our ſalvation that we are better than ſome 
other children; that we don't tell lies; ſteal, 
take the name of God in vain, play upon 
the Lord's-day, and fuch groſs acts of fin; 
theſe you know we are reſtrained from, 
and were we guilty of, ſhould be corrected 
for by our parents, which many of theſe 
r children are not, but are, it may be, 
encouraged in by the example of their pa- 
rents; and therefore, in theſe things, tis 
not that we are ſo much better than they. 
as that we have the happineſs of a better 
education, which makes the difference: that 
our friends take more care of us, or elſe 
tis to be ſeared, in moſt of theſe things, 
we ſhould have been as bad as they. We 
have the ſame corrupt nature in us to diſ- 
poſe us to evil; and you know, as to play- 
ing on the ſabbath, we have both been 
| guilty 
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guilty, and ſhould. perhaps have run much 
greater lengths, had we not been reſtrained; 
Tem. That's true, I remember very well 
what you mean, and muſt own, that not- 
withſtanding all papa's reproofs, and your 
counſels too, I ſhould have gone on; had not 
the fear of ſevere correction hindered me. 
Emil. Then I hope you are convinced 
tis not enough to have the character of good 
children, that we are better than ſome others, 
when this is chiefly owing to our better in- 
ſtruction. : 
Tem. In part I am, but want to know 
who are the good children in your account? 
Emil. They are ſuch as not only keep 
from theſe groſſer fins, but whatever elſe 
they are taught is diſpleaſing to God; who 
are defirous to do whatever they know he 
requiresof them, and with their whole hearts 
give up themſelves to God in Chris, ſenſible 
of, and ſorry for their paſt ſins; applying by 
faith to the blood of Chriſ for the pardon 
of them; and who reſolve, by his N 
they will ſerve him all their days. Theſe, 
| and theſe only, can be called good children 
\ in the ſenſe J mean. 2 
Lem. But I don't know any children, 
except yourſelf, that are thus good. What, 
_ do all others go to hell when they die? 
Emil. After they are come of age to be 
capable of knowing the difference between 
ſin and duty, and have been inſtructed in 
the way of ſalvation by Chriſt, if they do not 
apply to Chri/t for pardon and grace, = 
— 1 Make 
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make it their conſtant endeavour to forſake 
ſin and keep the commandments of God, I 
can ſee no hope for them: for our Saviour 
expreſsly ſays, Except ye repent, ye foall all 
likewiſe periſh ; and that he tube believeth not 
on him ts under the wrath of God. + 
Lem. Oh! what ſhall I do then? I have: 
not been one of theſe good children you 
talk of: and if I ſhould grow worſe and 
die, what will become of me? | 
Emil. Don't be affrighted, Lemira, I did 
not ſpeak to terrify you, but to put you 
upon making a ſpeedy preparation for death, 
Chrift Fefus 18 ready to receive all who come 
to him, and has promiſed n who ſeek 
him early ſhall find him. | 
Lem. Well, methinks, I fos A quite 
otherwiſe than 1 did before. I am ſenſible 
- I am a ſinner againſt God, and as ſuch have 
'deſerved to go to hell; and I can't but ad- 
mire the goodneſs of God, in ſparing me. 
when I was ſo bad, * giving me diene to 
repent. U | 
Emil. Tis a mercy you ought to be ve- 
ry thankful for, and I hope will be careful 
to improve; which that you may, I pray 
God to carry. on the convictions now made 
en your mind to a full reſolution to give up 
yourſelf to him, 'thro* Chriſt the only Re- 
deemer. I muſt now leave you and hope 
you be well enough to come and fee me. 
Lem. Dear Emilia, I thank you for your 
good advice and kind wiſhes, and you may 


de ſure the firſt viſit 1 make will be to you. 
_ 
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Between the ſame, on | Peace of Mind in the 


near Fiews of Death and the Graus. 


Emil. Am very ſorry you are confin d ſtill, * 
2 d for the pleaſure of 


Lemira; I hop 
ſeeing you at our houſe before now. 


Lem. I am "rp ill indeed, rather worſe , 
muſt expect to be worſe 


than better; and 
ſill, for I, find the doctor thinks I am in a 
conſumption, and ſhall not live long. 
Emil. No, I hope not, Lemira ; for I 
ſhould be ſadly griev'd if you ſhould die. 


Lem. As to that, I am now very eaſy; 


for I truſt I have been enabled by the grace 
of God to repent of my ſins, and believe in 
Chriſt ; and now I can ſubmit with chear- 
fulneſs to the will of God, whatever it ſhall 
be. I hope, if it ſhall pleaſe him to reſtore 
me, I ſhall be enabled to ſpend the reſidue 
of my days in his fear, and to his honous 
and glory; orpif he ſhall fee meet to re- 
move.me hence, I truſt he will receive me 
into his glorious kingdom above; the proſ- 

Rt of which happineſs has overcome all 
thoſe fears of death I talk'd to you of, and 
made me think of it with pleaſure. 

Emil. O Lemira / I cannot expreſs the 
delight and joy it raiſes in my breaſt, to 
hear of this happy alteration. in the temper 
of your mind. Pray how long have you 
enjoyed this ſatisfaction? 

Lem. I ought to hide nothing from you, 
to whom under God, I owe ſo much, even 
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my comfort here, and happineſs hetedfter ? 
and therefore Iwill give you as particular 
an account as can. After you were gone, 
I ſpent, moſt of the evening in thinking over 
What had paſt; nor was our converſation © 
out of my mind long together all the next 
day. The concern I was under was ſo great, 
that T believe it bad no ſmall influence on 
my health. That evening I was taken ex- 
ceedingly ill, and my papa perceiving me 
very dull, thought company might divert / 
mie. He ſent for Lucy, the child we had 
the diſcourſe about; and tho' I have lik'd 
her much better, and carried it more kindly 
to her ſince, yet J was not pleaſed at ſeeing 
her come in, for I wanted you to ſpeak my 
mind to, or ſomebody that might give me 
ſuitable advice, which I little thought her 
capable of doing, but ſo it proved. 
Emil. Well then, I hope your ſentiments 
about her are now entirely altered. P 
Lem. Altered, Emilia! I love her as if 
ſhe were my ſiſter : J am hardly ever eaſy: 
without her; I was very ſorry ſhe could not 
be here this afternoon, till I ſaw you come 
in; who, I aſſure you, are the only perſon' 
whoſe company could make vp the loſs of 
her*s, for I think ſhe knows almoſt as much 
__ | 
Emil. That ſhe may ſoon do, and more 
too, for I know'very little conſidering the 
advantages I have had; and perhaps Lucy 
may have had as good inſtructions as J. 
Ten. Her parents have taken a great deal 
of Pains with her; and ſhe has been as di- 


Iigent 
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ligent to improve by their inſtructions, as 
you will ſee by what I ſhall tell you. Juſt 
after ſhe came in, I was ſo bad that I could 
not forbear crying ; at which ſhe ſeemed 
much concerned, and begg'd me not to cry, 
becauſe that would make me worſe: Oh Tt 
Lucy, ſaid I, if you felt what I feel, you 
would cry too ; for indeed the diſtreſs of my- 
mind was greater than the pain of my body, 
which made me that I could not contain 
myſelf. Zucy then aſked me where my 

in was; I did not anſwer herprefently ; 
but ſaid ſoftly, Oh! what ſhall I do! what 
will become of me! She overheard me, and- 
faid, Pray don't be ſo much concern'd/ 1 
hope it will pleaſe God to ſpare and reco- 
ver you; but if not, if he takes you tohim-: 
ſelf, that will be better than living here. O 
but, Zucy, ſaid I, I am not fit for death. 
But, replied ſhe, don't you know that God 
is rich in mercy to all that call upon him; 
and if you pray in ſincerity to him, he will 
beſtow that grace on you, that will make 
you meet for glory. When 1 found ſhe 

' talk'd ſo like you, it encouraged me to be 

free with her; and I told her part of our 
laſt diſcourſe, and what had paſt in my own 
mind ſince, the fears I was under, with the 
reaſon I thought |. had for them; to which 
ſhe replied, that ſhe was glad to find 1 had 
ſuch a ſight and ſenſe of ſin ; and though |. 
there was the greateſt reaſon to mourn for 
our ſins, there was none to deſpair on their 
account, ſince Chrift had invited every = ; 

| | who 
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who-was weary of their ſins and burthen'd 
with them, to come to him and he would 


give them reſt ;| and can we indeed think 
that Chri came down from heaven, and 


laid down his life to fave his people from 
their ſins, and yet that he will reject thofe 


who come to implore his aſſiſtance? But, 


ſaid I, how can I think that Chriſt will ac- 


cept me who have been guilty of ſo many 
ſins? I have play'd upon the Lord's-day, 
difobey'd my papa, and hardly ever pray- 
ed to God; what can I think will become 
of ſo wicked a child as I, but to go to the 


Devil? To which ſhe replied, Are you not 


heartily grie ved thatyou ſhouldſo often offend 
God, and your papa? And do not you now 
reſolve by the grace of God, that if he ſhall 


ſpare your life you will endeavour to per- 


form your diity better? that you will, ac- 


cording to God's exhortation by the pro- 


phet Iſaiab, ch. i. 16, 17. Ceaſe to do evil, 


aud learn to do well? O yes, ſaid I, if 1 


know my own heart, you have ſpoke it's 
ſincere deſires. Methinks | would do or 


ſuffer any thing rather than offend God as 


I have done. Well, faid Luq, ſince you are 
brought to ſuch a diſpoſition, hear what 


God ſays in the next verſe of that chapter, 


and think tis to you he thus ſpeaks. — 
Came, let us reaſon together Tho your int be 
a ſcarlet, they ſhall: be as white as ſnow ; tho 
they be red like crimſon, they all be as wool. 

Emil. She applied herſelf in a very ſuit- 


able manner to you indeed, and with a great 


deal 
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deal of judgment; pray what effecthad it 
upon you? | EL" 

Lem. Thoſe laſt words ſeemed as if they 
were indeed ſpoken by God himſelf to me ; 


they were impreſſed with ſuch power on my 


heart, as in an inſtant diſpelled all my fears, 


and cauſed me to rejoice in him, as a God 
pardoning my iniquities, for the ſake of my 


dear Redeemer. I could not forbear expreſ- 
ſing the joy I felt in my ſoul at this diſcovery 
of the love of God, in Chrift, to me, which 
Lucy was not a little pleaſed to hear; and 
ſaid a great deal more than I can relate to you 
to ſtrengthen and confirm my hope and truſt 
inGod ; and ſhe is daily finding me out ſome 
promiſe or other, which ſhe thinks fuitable 


to my preſent caſe, to ſupport mein this time 
of affliction, and raiſe me above the fear of 


death. Thus, my dear Emilia, I have given 
you a large account of the happy change 


which I truſt is wrought in me, and how you 
and Lucy have been made the means of it. 


Emil, God is ſometimes pleaſed to work 
by the moſt unlikely means, to diſplay more 


fully his own power, that all the glory may 


redound to him, to whom 1 truſt you do a- 
ſcribeit. And as nothing is too hard for Al- 
mighty power, I hope he who has forgiven 
your iniquities, will alſo heal your diſeaſes, 


that you may live a monument of his grace, 


and an inſtrument ofpromoting his glory. 
Lem. I know God gan reſtore me, but as 
there is little room to think of life in my caſe, 


I chuſe rather to turn my mind from 8 
| 0 
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the other world, and take a view, though it 
is but a glimmering, of the glory of the hea- 
venly ſtate, in order the more effectually to 
' reconcile me to adeparture hence; and when 
J think I ſhall be freed from ſin, and freed 
from ſorrow, and be for ever in the preſence 
of God my Father, and Cbrif? my dear Re- 
deemer, methinks T am rather defirous than- 
loth to leave this world, and whatever is 
deareſt to me in it. | 

Fmil. Indeed death in this keht mellnp- 
pear more the object of deſire than dread; 
for he is to the good only a kind — | 
ſent by their Father to bring them into his 
preſence. And though the body muſt lie for 
a while rotting in the grave, yet thiat we are 
aflured ſhall be raiſed again, and made like 
to Chriſ's glorious body, when he ſhall come” 
to judge the world. | 

Tem. It vill be ſo, and in the mean while 
feel no pain as it does now; for there ap- 
Pears nothing at all ſhocking to me in this. 

an cont this fleſh to the grave in a 
firm belief of a joyful and glorious een, 
tion to everlaſting Hfe. 

Emil. It rejoĩcethi me to find you this 
abdve the love of life, or the fear of death 
But the thoughts of parting with you almoſt 
overwhelm me; and 1 don't know how I 
ſhalt bear the ſeparation when it comes. 

Zem. Nay, Emilia, T hope you that have 
taken ſo much pains'to inſtru& me in my 
duty, won't want to be put in mind by me 


of the reafonablenefs of ſubmitting to the- 
will 
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will.of God; and as to parting, methinks 
the unſpeakable gain it will be to me, 
ſhould be ſufficient. to make you willing. 
Beſides in a little time you will follow me, 
and then we ſhall meet never to part more. 
En. I hope theſe conſiderations will in 
ſome meaſure reconcile me to ſuch a pro- 
vidence ;z but yet I cannot but with ſub- 
miſſion beg for your reſtoration. : and, in 
the mean time, pray God continue to ſup- 
port and comfort you with thoſe conſola- 
tions of his which are not ſmall. But I fear 
you are ſpent with ſo much talking, and I 
ave exceeded my time, I muſt therefore, - 
dear Lemira, bid you adieu. | 
Lem. Pray God bleſs you my dear Emi- 
tia, and grant that if we ſhould not ſee 


each other again here, we may, (as I doubt 


not we ſhall} have for this ſorrowful part- 
ing, a joyful, meeting in the manſions of 
glory above. | 

DIALO GU E X. 
Between the ſame on Recovery from Sickneſs, 


Em. O My Lemira, with what pleaſure 
do I fee you again, and ſo finely 


_ recovered | 2 


Lem. Since it has pleaſed God to call 
me back, there is no one in the ſight of 
whom could afford me an equal joy; but you 
won't be angty if I tell you that I hoped 
ere this to be engaged in better company. 
En. No, my dear, far from it; I Wielt 
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in that grace which was ſo brightly diſ- 05 
played in not only carrying you patiently | 
and courageouſly thro? ſickneſs, pain, and 

the near views of death; but alſo filling 
your breaſt with ardent longings after an 
admiſfion into thoſe bliſsful regions which 

the eye of faith took ſo delightful a view 

of. But I truſt it is in much merey your 

time is lengthened out; and I hope you 

nat only with ſubmiſſion, but thankful- 

neſs, fall in with the allotment of provi- 


dence herein, | | 
Lem. Indeed J can't ſay at firſt I did; i 
was no ſmall damp to my mind to think 
of coming back intoa world, where I knew 
J ſhould be always finning, and frequently 
ſuffering, when I had hoped to be admit- 
ted into thoſe pure and peaceable abodes, 
where I ſhould neither fin nor ſorew more. 
But Lucy coming in, ſoon ſuggeſted ſuch 
conſiderations as brought my mind into 
a more ſuitable diſpoſition. F 
Em. *T was no ſmall comfort to me in 
my unwilling abſence from you, to think 
you had ſo able and kind an affiſtant, 
Tem. She was made exceedingly uſeful 
to me indeed; and I hope ſhall never for- 
get the obligations I am under both to you 
and her, whom it hath pleaſed God ſo re- 
1 to own in your kind endeavours 
- for my ſpiritual and eternal welfare. And 
as I no leſs need the affiſtance both of 
your. prayers for and advice to me now, 
an order to a right improvement of the hew 
8 ; life 
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ne I have received, I doubt not you will 


be equally' ready to grant it. 
Em. You may depend on any aſſiſtance I 
can give you; and tho” I am not capable 


of directing you in a work of ſuch impor= © 


tance, and of fo large an extent, as it re- 


ally takes in all your future conduct, I am 
writing you ſome heads of diſcourſes I 


heard on the ſubject of ſickneſs and reco- 
very, which I believe will be of no ſmall 
uſe to you. 

Lem. That is very kind indeed, Emilia; 
Luey yeſterday brought me ſome remarks 
ſhe had been reading on the parable of the 
Jabourers in the vineyard, which I was 
much pleaſed with; and particularly this 
obſervation, that each one that was called 
in did ſome work, tho' the length of time 
they laboured was unequal. From whence 
this thought aroſe in my mind; I truſt my 
Lord hath called me, not only by his word, 


| but by his ſpirit and grace; but how un- 


reaſonable was it to expect that I ſhould 
receivea penny, who had not wrought one 


hour. It certainly therefore becomes me to 


enquire what is the work allotted me, and 
with vigour ſet about it. 

Em. A very juſt obſervation; for we are 
not ſent into our Lord's vineyard to ſquan- 
der away our time in wantonneſs and play, 
nor to waſte it in ſloth and negligence ; 
dut every ſervant there has his proper work 
aſſigned, ſuited to his age and capacity. 
Lem. But here again 1 am at a loſs; 5 
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tho' I truſt I find a ſincere and earneſt de- 
fire to lay out my time and all my powers 
in the ſervice, and for the honour. of that 


"God. who has laid me under ſuch ſtrong 


obligations to him, and to whom I have 
ſolemnly devoted all I am and have, yet 
I think myſelf incapable of doing any fer- 
vice, and this gives meno ſmall un eſs, 
En. No, Lethira, young as you are, you 
are capable, and by the divine afliftance 
and blefling, will I doubt not be rendered 
very uſeful in-your place. You have a 
large acquaintence, and as it has pleaſed 
God to convince you by experience, that 
he will ſometimes own and honour with 


ſucceſs the weakeſt endeavours to ſerve 


him, this ſtrengthens your obligation to a 
like attempt, and ought to be a ſufficient 
encouragement. to you to ſet about the 
work with chearfulneſs and vigour. 

Lem. You ſay right; but alas! unſkil- 


led as I am, how, ſhall I go about a work 


of this nature? I can't but own I have of- 
ten thought with no ſmall degree of pity 
and compaſſion of this or the other of m 
oung friends; and ofteu wiſhed, and 1 
truſt ſincerely prayed, thit God would 


open their eyes to ſee their need of a Sa- 


viour, the worth of their immortal ſouls, 
and the value of that time they ſo careleſsly 
trifle away; I have longed to have them 
taſte thoſe moſt noble pleaſures, which 
would render all their vain amuſements 
meen and contemptible in their eyes; but 

- % you 
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you know moſt of them are my ſuperiors 
in rank, and older than I, and I fear I ſhall 
not have courage to apply to them, and 
ſhould expect only deriſion in return. 

Emil. Letbut your breaſt be freſh warm- 
ed with ſuch thoughts as you have now 
mentioned, when you come into their com- 
pany, and join herewith the full convic- 
tion of your duty in this caſe, and I am 
perſuaded theſe ſentiments will overcome 
all your backwardneſs, and even force open 
your mouth in the cauſe of God, and for 
the benefit of thoſe you converſe with; as 
to the event, when we have diſcharged our 
duty, we muſt leave that with him, who 
has all our hearts in his hand. But this 
I can aſſure you, that I have ſeldom known 
a ſerious and affeCtionate application fail 
of ſome ſucceſs ; it has been attended with, 
and left ſuch conviction on the conſcience, 
as hath raiſed eſteem inſtead of averſion, 
even where it hath not been the happy 
means of changing the heart and life. But 
tho” it ſhould in any inſtance produce the 
effect you fear; think, my dear Lemira, 
how you can take up your croſs and follow 
your Redeemer (as every true chriſtian 
profeſſes it his reſolution to do) if you can't 
ſtand the brunt of a prophane jeer, or im- 
pious ſcoff : this has had no ſmall weight 
with me. 

Lem. You ſilence indeed all my objec- 
tions, but ſtill I am at a loſs how to begin; 
and 1 think a good deal depends on the 
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manner of introducing a diſcourſe on ſuch 
ſubjects. 
Emil. It does fo, eſpecially with ſuch as 
the greateſt part of your acquaintance are; 
but herein I am too unſkilled myſelf, only 
would adyiſe you to aſk, and you may hope 
to receive that wiſdom which i is profitable 
to direct. But where a ſpeedy entrance on 
ſerigus diſcourſe might have ſeemed too 
abrupt, or to intrench on the rules of good 
breeding or modeſty, I have found my ac- 
count in, engaging them inſenſibly almoſt 
on ſuch ſubjects, by repeating ſome verſes ; 
firſt 'it may be on moral, and then divine 
ſubjeQs, and ſo from ſome hints in them, 
took occaſion to begin a diſcourſe ; and I 
think you can &/ fy great many verſes. 
Lem. Yes, and a great many more fince 
TI ſaw you, for Lucy was continually bring- 
| ing me one copy or other that ſhe thought 
ſuited me, one of which I have brought 
with me; ſhe gave it me but yeſterday, ſo 
I can't ſay it perfect. 
| Emil. Pray, my dear, read it, 
-] Len. "Twas made by a reverend and pi- 
ous. friend of theirs in the country, for a 
young lady: and he being in town, Lucy 
got me a copy of it. is a thought on 
recovery from dangerous ſickneſs, in which 
much of the preſence of God hath been ex- 


perienced. 
| | | I. Ay 
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I. 


255 Ged, thy ſervice well demands 
The remnant of my days : 

My was the fletting breath renew'd 
But to tenew thy praiſe ? 


II, 


Thine arms, of As love, 
Did this weak frame ſuſtain ; 


*I ben life in purple torrents fou'd 


From every ſinking vein, 
II, 


Thou when the pains of death were felt, 
Did'ft chaſe the fears of Beil; | 

And teach me with my quivering lips, 
Thy matchleſs grace ta tell. 


IV. 
Calmly T bow'd my fainting head, 
On thy dear faithful breaſt ; 
Pleas'd to obey my Father's call 
To his eternal ref}. 
V. 


Into thy hands, my Saviour God, 


Did I my ſaul reſign ; 
In firm dependence on that truth, 
That made ſalvation mine. 


VI. 


Back from the borders of the grave 


At thy command I come; 
D 2 Nor 


* The lady's illneſs was a vomiting of bloed, 
attended with the molt violent ſymptoms, 
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Nor would Turge a ſpeedier flight 
Ta m celeſtial bome, © 


: VII. . 
N ere thou determinu ff. my abode, 


There would I chooſe to e 
For in thy preſence death is life, 
And earth is heaven cuuth thee, 


Emil. Did you not tell me otherwiſe, I 
ſhould think they had been made on you. 
Lem. They are extremely ſuitable. Me- 
thinks when I read them, it brings me back 
to my ſick - bed, and almoſt renews both the 
ſorrows and joys of it. And 1 hope this 
frequent review will be a means of keep- 
ing up thoſe lively affections, which I find 
but too apt to cool, as I come more into 
the world again. 
Emil. We can't indeed be too much on 
our guard againſt the entanglements of a 
vain world, a tempting devil, and our own - 
| treacherous hearts; but our kind Redeemer 
q has promiſed, that his grace ſhall be ſuffi- 
'_ cient for us, and his ſtrength thall be made 
perfect in our weakneſs, Thus aided, thus 
ſtrengthened, you and I may go ſucceſs- 
fully through every duty, and comfortably 
through every trial, til] our work is over, 
both in doing and ſuffering the will of 
God, and we ſhall receive the end of our 
| faith and patience, even the complete ever- 
laſting ſalvation of our ſouls. 


DI A- 
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DIALO GU E XI. 


Between Mi Philomela, and Ait Orinda, . 
on Diligence, and Obedience to Parents," 


Phil. [; Was in hopes I ſhould have ſeen: 
* you yeſterday; Orinda, you talk'd : 
of coming. 

Or. Yes, and would fain have done it: 
too, but my mamma would not let me. I 
aſked her a great many times; at laſt ſhe 
told me, that if I aſked her once more, TI: 
ſhould not go this month. 

Phil.: What was the matter? I hope 

your mamma is not afraid that I ſhould. 
teach you any thing that is bad, 
Or. No, twas not for that indeed, for 
my mamma often praiſes you to me, and 
tells me, that tis a great favour that you 
will accept of my company, as I am ſo 
much younger than you; but to tell you 
the true reaſon, it was becauſe ſhe would 
make me finiſh ſome work I was about. 

Phil.: If it was wanted, that was a very 
177 reaſon, and you ſhould not have 

eſired to go out. 

Or. No, it was not wanted; but to tell 
you the truth, I ſhould have done it above 
a week ago. And ſo my mamma faid be- 
cauſe I had been ſo idle, I ſhould not go 
out till it was done. 

Phil. Nay, then to tell you the truth, 
Orinda, I think your mamma ſerv'd you 
very right, I am ſure mine would have 

LIES +: done 


— —— 
— — — 
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done the ſame. But then J hope you can 
come to-day ? 

Or. No, I cannot. For I was ſo vexed 
at not going, that I could not work; ſo 
that *tis never the nearer being, dane tor 
my ſtaying at home. 

Phil. I am ſorry you ſhould give me an 
account of yourſelf ſo different to what I 
always took you to be. 

| Or. Why, Philomela ? What do you 
mean ? 
| Phil. I thought you had been very duti- 
ful to your pfents, and very diligent ; in 
both which, I find by what you ſay, you 
are very defectire. 

Or. I don't think I am unduciful in- 
deed ; if I had ſlipp'd out (as I could have 
done) and come to you, then you might 
have tax'd me with being undutiful. 

Phil. That would have been diſobedi- 
ence in the higheſt degree. But you own 

ou were ſo out of temper, that you did 
no work; this proceeded from diſobedience. 

Or. How can that be? l did not ſpeak 
unhandſomely to my mamma, TI kept it 
to mylelt, | 

Phil. That is as much as to ſay, you 
thought what you knew was not fitto ſpeak, 
which is diſreſpect to pur parents, that God 
ſees and takes notice d, tho' we hide it from 

them; and tho' you did not ſpeak unhand- 
ſomely to your mamma, 1 think you did 
very unhandſomely by her, when ſhe kept 
you. at home to hniſh your work, not to do 
it; 


—— 
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it; which was in effect telling her, ſhe 
ſhould be never the nearer for keeping you: 
and you know we ſay actions ſpeak Toyder 
than words; and whenever you think offt, 
tis indeed diſobedience not to do whatever 
your mamma would have you, chearfully. 

Or. 1 did not omit doing it, becauſe T 
would diſobey my mamma, but becauſe I 
don't love work. 2 

Phil. Whether you love it or not, you 
ought to do it in obedience to your mamma. 

Or. I can't think what my mamma 
wants me to do ſo much work for; I think 
"tis enough for poor children to work, 
that muſt help to keep themſelves. * 

Phil. Now herein you ſhew your want 
of that honour and reſpe& you ought to 
have for your mamma, by wondering at 
her conduct, and in effect blaming her 
for it; as though you were more capable 
of judging what is proper than ſhe. Don't 
you think ſhe loves you ? | 

Or. Yes, to be ſure ſhe does, what 
makes you aſk me ſuch a ſtrange queſtion? 

Phil, Truly (my dear) I think it 'no 
ſtrange queſtion ; for by your talk one muſt” 
imagine, either that you have more ſenſe 
than your mamma, to know what is beſt for 
you; or that if ſhe knows better than you, 
ſhe don't love you well enough to conſider 
| your good. 

Or. No indeed, I don't think ſo, but as 
I tell you, I don't love work: and one can't 
do much of what is ſo very diſagreeable, 


as work is to me. 
D 4 Pail, 


— ————— 
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Phil. I can't ſay Lam very fond of work 
any more than you; but I am willing to do 
it to pleaſe my mamma, and ſhe has often 
made me to read thoſe places in the Proverbs 
which ſpeak againſt idleneſs, and recom- 
mend diligence, Beſides my mamma bas 
told me of ſome of her acquaintance, who, 
when they were children, were as unlikely 
as I to want to work for their living; and 
yet, (ſome by the death of parents when 
they were young, others by loſſes or bad 
huſbands) were reduced ſo as to be forced 
to maintain themſelves ; and then they 
thought they never could be thankful 
enough ta their parents for bringing them 
ta work young, and giving them ſuch learn- 
ing, as enabled them to get their living in 
A genteel and creditable manner. Whereas 
withaut theſe qualifications, they muſt have 
heen obliged to ſubmit to ſome af the mean- 
eſt and molt laborious employments, and 
thereby have been ſorted with the loweſt 


-ranks in life. Now what do you think of 


this, Orinda ? | 
Or. Indeed I don't think about it, My 
mamma has often told me ſuch things, but 
I don't mind them; I know ſhe does it 
anly ta make me work bard, and mind my 
French and writing. 
. Phil. | ſuppoſe indeed that this is her 
king thus to you, and I think. 
it is a very good one; I am ſorry it has had 
no hetter 7 on you; I am ſure I have 
been more diligent in every part of my 
| learning, 


— 
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learning; fince I was convinced that my 
duty to my mamma, the word of God, and 
the uncertainty of every thing in life, all 
agree to require me to make the beſt im- 
provement I can of the liberal education 
my parents are ſo kind to give me. Thoſe + 
children who do not act both very fooliſhly 
for themſelves, and very undutifully and 
ungratefully to their parents. 
Or. I muſt own there ſeems to be ſome - 
reaſon in what you ſay; but yet I can't 
think myſelf very undutiful, becauſe | do - 
any thing papa or mamma would have 
me, except in this; and I do learn too, 
though not ſo faſt as they would have me. 
Phil. No, I hope you don't deſerve thetitle 
of à very undutiful child; but we ſhould 
not be at all guilty of this ſin: for don't 
you know we are commanded by God to 
obey our parents in all things, except they - 
bid us do what is ſinful, which I am ſure 
yours nor mine will not. And therefore, 
Orinda, I can aſſure you, every time we 
don't readily fall in with their pleaſure, - 
every time we neglect doing what they bid 
us, whether in one inſtance or another, we 
ſa-often are guilty of breaking this com- 
mand of God, and thus draw down his 
anger upon us, as well as theirs— And 1 
have heard it obſerved, that no fin is ſo 

frequently punithed in this world, as diſo- 
bediene to parents: and no duty ſo com- 
monly rewarded by God here, as a dutiful 
behaviour.” I beg therefore, dear Orinda, 
5 that 


———— — 
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that you will ſeriouſly conſider theſe things; 
to which I will add, we have not only the 
commands and threatenings of God to ex- 


cite us to the duty, and awe, and reſtrain 


us from a contrary behaviour, but we have- 
alſo promiſes to encourage us, and the ex- 
ample of good children in all ages to ſtir 
us up to an imitation of them. Above all 
which is the bright example of our dear. 
Redeemer; who though at twelve years 
old he was capable of converſing with the 
learned doctors to their wonder and aſtoniſh- 
ment, yet as a child, went home with his 
mother at command; and we read that he 
was ſubject to his patents. Now ſurely we 
can have no excuſe for not ſubmitting to 
our parents, when He, the bleſſed Feſus, 
who was able to inſtruct his, would yet 
jeld a moſt ſubmiſhve obedience to them. 
You may read the ſtory, Luke chap. ii. 
towards the end. | 
Or. I am convinced that I have done 
wrong, and juſtly offended both God and 


my parents, and I promiſe you Ill try to 


amend, Þll go to work hard, and then 1 
believe I ſhall have done to-day, and if, I 
have, I know my mamma will let me come 
and fee you to-morrow. | $1. bt 
Phil. Pray do, I ſhall be very glad to ſee: 
you, for indeed I have a great kindneſs for. 
vou; and I hope you won't take any thing 
ill that 1 have ſaid, for 'tis purely out of 
love to you, that I have been ſo fre. 
Or. Fhilomela, I thould be very. ungrate- 
ful if I did, I think myſelf much obliged 
| to 
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to you for the pains you have taken with 
me to make me ſenſible of my fault, I 
ſhall love yon the better for it, and be more 
defirous of your company than ever, now 
I find you both ſo able and willing to give 
me inſtruction and advice. 


DIALOGUE XII. 


Between Miſs Phillis, and Miſs Myra, on a 
ſuitable Behaviour in the Worſhip of Gad. 


Phil. Hat's the matter, that you 

who were wont to be ſo briſk 
and gay, look ſo dull and dejected? you are 
not ſorry I am come to ſee you, are you ? 
if you are I'll go again. 

My. No indeed, Phillis, your company 
I always took pleaſure in; but I am un- 
eaſy, and have reaſon enough to be ſo. 

Phil. Why, have you been corrected 
for ſome fault? 

My. I have not been corrected, though 
I muſt own I deſerved it; for the reproofs I 
have had, have fully convinced me of the 
heinous nature of my offence. ' 

Phil. Pray what is it you have done, 
that you thus condemn yourſelf? 

My. Nay, I can't blame myſelf too 
much, and ſo I believe you will ſay when 
J tell you, I have been guilty of wanton 
and very irreverent behayiour in the wor- 
ſhip of God; and what greatly adds to my 
crime is, that I have frequently had the evit 
of it laid before me, _ been corrected for 

D it 


_— — 
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it too, and yet have ſeveral times offended 
herein, both in public and family duties. 
Phil. If the cafe be ſo, Myra, I am very 


glad to ſee this concern in you, and that you 


are at length brought to ſome ſenſe of your 
guilt; for I muſt own ſuch a behaviour calls 
for deep repentance, and I hope you are 
grieved both for the fin and ſhame. 

Ay. | hope I am. I am ſure I have 
reaſon to be aſhamed, that at my age, and 
under the inſtructions I have had, I ſhould 
behave ſo as to be taken notice of, either in 
the. church or in the family. But when I 
conſider it as a fin againſt God, it fills me 
with fear leſt he ſhould, as he juſtly might, 
avenge himſelf on ſuch a profaner of his 
name, and trifler in his worſhip, as I have 
been. | 

Phil. Indeed there is the greateſt reaſon 
to guard againſt an unbeeoming behaviour 
in the worſhip of that God who is great, 
and greatly to be feared, and who has told 
us he will be had in reverence of all them 
that draw nigh to him: and I hope as you 
ſeem ſo ſenſible of your fin, you will earn- 
eſtly implore pardon, and not only con- 
feſs, but forſake, ſince it is only to ſuch as 
do ſo, the promiſe of mercy is made. 

Ay. I hope I ſhall, but indeed, Phillis, 
J am of fo giddy, fo thoughtleſs a temper, 
that when | take up a reſolution of amend- 
ing, l break through it the next temptation 


that offers. 


Phil. You have then the more need to 
1 implore 


| 

f 

: 
N 
| 
/ 
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. implore the aids of divine grace to hx:and. 
confirm you in your good purpoſes, And 
if you pleaſe I will give you a few direc- 
tions that were given me, and which I: 
have found of great. advantage. 

My. Dear Phillis, tell me them, for I ſhall 
be glad of any aſſiſtance you can give me. 

hil. I was adviſed to conſider before 1 
engaged in duty, what I was going to en- 
gage in. A religious duty. A work of all 
others, the moſt important I can be em- 
ployed in; on my ſucceſs in which my 
everlaſting happineſs does depend. Again, 
that I ſhould think who it is I am to have to 
do with in every part of worſhip, and that 
it is the great God, the maker of heaven 
and earth. In prayer 1 am pretending (at 
leaſt) to be ſpeaking to him, confeſſing my 
ſins, and begging pardon for them, praiſing 
him for thoſe mercies I have received, and 
praying him to beſtow on me thoſe I want : 
In hearing, God himſelf is ſpeaking to me; 
for ſo far as what the minifter ſays is agree- 
able to the word of God, ſo far tis God 
himſelf ſpeaks to us by him. And if it is 
very unbecoming, when our parents, gover- 
neſs, or any of our ſuperiors ſpeak to us, to 
take no notice of what they ſay; certainly 
it muſt appear much more abſurd when our 
heavenly Father is declaring his will to us, 
and letting us know what he expects we 
ſhould do, to manifeſt by our behaviour to 
all around us, that we ſhew no regard to 
him, arc all the while taken up with — 
i 
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if not worſe. Another, which is the laſt 
direction I ſhall recommend to you, is al- 
ways to keep in ſuch a poſture as may have 
the greateſt tendency to compoſe you to 
ſeriouſneſs; eſpecially to ſet a guard upon 
youreyes, which are the great inlets to ſuch 
unſuitable thoughts as are a temptation to 
wanton and irreverent carriage; for where 
there is a wandering eye, | believe there is 
ſeldom a fixed thought. I ſuppoſe the deſign 
of hiding the face with a fan in prayer, ſo 
generally uſed, is, that the eyes may be kept 
from ſurrounding objects, andeither cloſed, 
or turned upwards towards heaven, whilſt 
we are invoking the God of heaven, and in 
hearing ; the keeping the eye fixed on the 
miniſter, would have a great tendency to 
keep up our attention to what he ſays, and 
is on that account, very proper, as alſo that 

ood manners require our turning towards 
and looking on our ſuperiors, whilſt they 
are giving us their inſtructions; | 

MM. I thank you very kindly, Phillis, and 
J hope i ſhalt remember theſe directions, 
and aſſure you I'll try to put them in prac- 
tice, and next time 1 fee you will tell you 
my "ſucceſs. - _ | 

' Phil. Pray do. I belleve my time is near 
expired; but before I go, I'll ſay you ſome 
verſes that were made on trifling in the wor- 
ſhip of the great God, by a pious and inge- 
nious miniſter, for the uſe of children; if 
you like them, I will write you a copy. 


I. It 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES © 53. 
4 L. 3 
In God's own bouſe for me to play 
_ While Chriſtians — to hear and pray; 


Is to profane his holy place, | 
And tempt th Almighty to his face. 


IT. 


I ben angels bow before the Lord, 
And devils tremble at his word; 

Shall I a finful mortal dare, 
To moth, and ſport, and trifle there? 


III, 


His wrath might ſtrite my guilty head, 
His fire from heaven might lay me dead, 
And ſend my careleſs ſoul to dwell 
Amidſt the gloomy flames of bell. 


IV. 


When death the king of Fears ſhall come 
To call me to my lateſt home, 

The thoughts of ſuch a ſhameful part 
With bitter pain- may pierce my heart. 


V. 


Great God, compaſſionate and mild, 
Forgive the follies of a child; 
Teach me to pray, and mind thy word, 
| That I may learn to ſerve the Lord. 


My. I ſhall be much obliged to you if 
you will write them for me, for I am ſure 
they are very ſuitable; and 1 ſuppoſe it was 
ſome ſuch naughty child as I, that occaſion- 


ed the gentleman's making of them. 
2 Phil, 
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Phil. I believe it might; I know not 
the effect. they have had, but heartily wiſh - 
they may be a means of impreſſing with the 
greateſt ſeriouſneſs in worſhip, all thoſe 
young ones into whoſe hands they come. 
Adieu, my dear Myra, J hope to ſee you 
ſoon at our houſe. 


DIALOGUE XIII. 
Between the ſame on remembering what we 


hear 


A. FAM as good as my word Phillis, 
I came to-night on purpoſe to tell 
you what good your inſtructions have done 
me, and the verfes you fent me, which I 1 
have got by heart. 
Phil. I ſhall be very glad to hear that 1 
have been any way ſerviceable to you. 
My. When youwere:gone I wrote down 
the directions you gave me, becauſe I know - 
I bave a very bad memory, and I have read 
them over and over and endeavored to 
think of them and put them in practice, 
both in public and family worſhip; and I 
have found myſelf much leſs difpoſed 
to any unbecoming deportment; and laſt 
Lord's-day I remembered more than ever 
I did in my life. 

_ Phil. I don't wonder you remembered 
more, for the occaſion of young perſons 
not remembering, is generally inattention; 
and indeed how ſhould: they remember 

what 
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what the miniſter ſays, when they are 
thinking on other things moſt of the 
time? ſo that they but ſeldom take notice 
enough even to hear the words, much leſs 
to retain them. 

My. I believe indeed what you ſay is 
true ; though I uſed to think it excuſe ſuf- 
ficient for me, that I had no memory, and 
therefore thought it very hard that an ac- 
count was required of me. 

Phil. So did I, two years ago; for I had 
not been uſed to mind, and when I muſt 
tell ſomething or have anger, I ufed to 
pet a place of ſcripture, or a ſentence or 
two of ſome of the bigger ones, that I 

might have fomething to ſay to my gover- 
neſs, and this I thought enough. But 
when it pleaſed God to ſend home the 
inſtructions I had on my heart, and I be- 
gan to ſee my own concern in the word 
ached, I ſoon heard it in another man- 
ner; then I attended diligently to find out 
what in the diſcourſe was molt ſuitable to 
me, and from that time, I found it no diff 
culty to give ſome tolerable account af 
a ſormon. : 

My. You have to be ſure a much bet- 
ter memory than I; for as to a tolerable 
account of a fermon, I ſhal never be able 
to give it, therefore wiſh my mamma would 
not aſk me. 

Phil. Don't ſay fo, Myra, for I can af- 
ſure you I am very thankful that an account 


was required of me, for till you have tried 
awhile,. 
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awhile, you can't 'conceive how much 
your memory will improve by ufing it. 

Hy. But I ſhall never be able to tell any 5 
thing in order, I am ſure; and ] am too 
big now to ſay a few e pray 

or two like a little child. I ſuppoſe you 
can tell ſome heads, can't you? n 


Phil... Ves, Myra, when they are not very 8 
long. I can commonly tell moſt of them. 1 
{ 
: 
1 


* 


Ay. So] thought, and if I could do ſo, 
I ſhould like to do it very well; but that I 
never ſhall. * ] 449 
Pbil. ] don't at all queſtion your doing | 
it in a very little time, if you go on to at- 
tend diligently; for hereby your knowledge 
will increaſe, which will be a great help 
to your memory, and above all, if you 
once come to be thoroughly ſenſible how 
nearly you are concerned herein, this will 
impreſs on your memory, as well as heart, 
what you hear. And as to the method, as 
ou have the advantage of being inſtructed 
ein, you'll ſoon come to underſtand it, 
which is one great benefit we receive by 
being examined ; for ] have heard a great 
many people lament it, that they were not 
put into a method of remembering when 
they were young, and ſpeak of it as the 
reaſon why they could never give a regular 
account of any diſcourſe; therefore let me 
beg you to go on with diligence, and you 
need not fear ſucceeding. | 
Ay. You give me ſome. hope indeed; - 
PII try, and ſee if I can remember more | 
next day, DIA- 
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DIALO GUE XIV. _ 


Between the ſame, on the Uſe to be made of 
what is heard. 


Phil. ELL, Myra, T hope you were, 
as good as your word, and 

gave a diligent attention to what you heard 

yeſterday ? 

My. I have endeavoured it, but I am 
fo giddy, tis hard for me to fix my mind; 
and my memory I am ſatisfied is bad, ſay 
what you will. - * ©. - 

Phil. But I hope you remembered a 
little more than you did laſt day?  . 
A. Yes indeed, ſo I did, ray mamma 
praiſed me yery much, 

Phil. Then I think you have ſufficient 
encouragement to go on. Pray did you not 
think Mr. very excellent ? | 

My. Yes, I thought he was; I was much 
affected with ſome paſſages in the ſermons. 

Phil, Pray what were they? 

My. I can't give you a good account; 
but it was on the uſe of examination, and 
alſo when he was preſſing the exhortation 
in the text. | is 8 

Phil. He was very affecting in that part; 
and I hope, as you took particular notice of 
it, you according to his direction put the 
queſtion to yourſelf, whether you have heard 
the voice of Cbriſi in the 2 or not. 

My. I can't ſay but I had ſome thoughts 
about myſelf whilſt I was hearing; and alſo 


ME 
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at night when mamma talked over the ſer- 


mon to me, and put me on applying it to 
myſelt. 


Phil. Well, and which of the two ſorts | 
did you think you muſt count yourſelf. 


among ? 


My. Trufy I ſaw. reaſon enough to con- 


elude, that I had not hearkened to the voice 
of Chrift, nor accepted of him and the fal- 
vation be offers. t alas! I am ſo care - 


to-day. 


leſs, that I have not had a thought about it 


Ph But, Myra, don't you thinkit a ſad 


thing that you ſhould find reaſon to draw 
ſuch a concluſion againſt yourſelf; and yet 


be unconcerned about it, though you had 


the dreadful conſequences of hardening the 
heart againſt the calls of. Chriſ ſet before 


you in ſo awful a manner? 


My. *Tis very true; but you who are 


more grave and ſolid, can't think how dif- 


fieult it is for me to fix. my mind on any 


thing long together- 
Phil. Hes | 1 


leſs as you can be, and found it as hard to 
take off my-mind from thoſe trifling amuſe- 
ments that take up; childrens time and 


ean-; for I was as thought- 


- 


"= 


thoughts. But when it pleaſed God to 
convinee me of the value of my immortal 


foul, and the abſolute neceſſity there was of 


my applying to Chrift for ſalvation in that. 


way the gofpel propoſes, if J would efcape 


the wrath to come; then I ſay, I ſoon: found 


my thoughts begin to fix on theſe. import- 


ant 
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ant ſubjects: and fo will your's, if once you 
come to a full conviction of theſe things. 


Do you think a perſon that has been con- 


-Jemned to die, can have long out of his 


mind the ſentence he heard read ? No mote 


will you be able to throw out of your 
thoughts thoſe threatnings that are in the 
word of God againſt the finner, till you 
come to Tome good hope that you have ob- 
tained a 8 


My. Dear Phillis, I am convinced my 
condition is very ſad ; but what ſhall I do? 
Phil. You were told yeſterday what it 
is to hear Chriſt's voice, and to accept of 
his ſalvation ; you may turn thoſe particu- 


lars into directions. 


My. I don't remember them, but I can 

get my mamma to tell me them again. 
Phil. Pray do, and above all, be w_ 
ill 


earneſt in your prayers to God that he w 
carry on convictions to converſion. 


DIALOGUE XV. 


Between the ſame, on Encouragement received 
in Hearing. 
W. Y dear Phillis, J am exceeding 
ad to fee you. 
Phil. I came as ſoon as I could, becauſe 
J long to know whether thoſe convictions 
you were under when I left you, had any 
farther influence on you. 
My. 1 hope they have. I have frequent- 


ly reflected on what then paſt, and got my 
mamma, 


3 A 
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mamma, to tell me thoſe heads, which I 
wrote down. But 1 have had many diſ- 
couraging fears; and what hath greatly 
added to the concern I was under, was the 
news we had this morning of the death of 
Maſter ——, who you know is juſt about 

my age. ft bine | 
. Phil. That indeed is a loud call to you, 
and all of us young ones, to prepare for 
death without delay. Tis very awful to 
think that he who was ſo well as to be at 
play about the houſe laſt night, ſhould be- 
fore this morning-light, be called into the 
eternal world. Here is enough indeed to 
quicken you to diligence, but nothing to 
drive you to deſpair; you ought rather 
with thankfulneſs and praiſe to adore the 
divine goodneſs and mercy in ſparjng you, 
and giving you time and ſpace for repen- 
tance, and the encouraging promiſes made 
to every repenting, returning ſinner, we 
have had fully laid before us this afternoon, 
Ay. So we have; and this is what I was + 
going to tell you. I can't but admire the 
goodneſs of God in ſending me ſo ſuitable 
a word. Methought 'twas as if Mr. 
had known all that had paſt in my mind, 
and preached the ſermon on purpoſe for 
me,—That when I was under ſuch diſ- 
treſſing fears leſt Chri/? ſhould refuſe to 
- receive me into his favour, I ſhould as it 
were hear him ſay to me, I love them that 

love me, and thoſe that ſeek me early /hall 
find me. The comfort I have received from 
this 
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this diſcourſe, and the pleaſure that it filled 


my mind with, to hope that I ſhould be 
enabled ſq to ſeck Chriſt in my tender years, 


as to find him, and be partaker of his grace 


and love, is too great for me to expreſs. 
Phil. I am rejoiced to find you have ob- 
tained ſo much ſatisfaction in your own 


mind; and I hope God will perfect what 


he has begun 1n you, and grant you grace 


to devote yourſelf entirely to him, and alſo 
to perſevere in his ways. 


W. God grant I may. I am ſenſible I 


have a deceitful heart within, and there's a 


tempting devil, and an enſnaring world 
without, all which will try to draw me off 
from God and my duty. But under the 
diſcouragements, ſuch thoughts have oc- 
caſioned me, ſince I came home. that place 


came with weight on my mind. Ay grace 


is ſufficient for thee, my flrength is made per- 


Jee4 in weakiieſs ;, and thus ſtrengthened, I 


may perform the hardeſt duties, and bear 


the heavieſt affliction. O Phillis / there is 


ſo much difference between the temper of 
my mind now, and what it has been for 
ſome days, that I ſeem as if I was in another 
world; | feel within my breaſt a joy which 


1 never felt before, 


Phil. No, Myra, the joys that flow from 
religion can only be felt by thoſe whoſe 
hearts are changed by the grace of God. 
This is a joy that the ſtranger intermeddles 


not with, knows nothing of, a joy vaſtly 
exceeding that pleaſure which ariſes from 


any 
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any of our youthful recreations ; and may 
you, my dear Myra, increaſe in this and 
every other grace, till you are made meet 
for the world of endleſs and unmixed joy. 


DIALOGUE XVI. 


Between Miſs Eliza, and Mi/s Maria, two 
Sifter J. 
Ma. PRAY Eliza, fit down a little, for 
| I want to have ſome ta!k with you. 
Eli. That Iwill willingly, for my mam- 
ma is ſo engaged in company, that ſhe 
won't want us yet: what is it you have 
got to tell me? Wh. 

Ma. I believe you could not but perceive 
the concern I was under at Miſs —'s 
death, for 1 had a great kindneſs for her ; 
and as we were much of an age, you know 
ſhe was a very ſuitable companion for me. 
But the concern for her death has been 
fince the night ſhe was buried, changed 
into the greateſt fear and perplexity about 
myſelf. You temember what diſcourſe you 
and I had that evening, don't you:? 

Eli. Yes, ſomewhat-of it. I remember! 
took occaſion from this inſtance of mortali 
to remind you of the uncertainty of life; 
and obſerved, that the voice of every ſuch 
providence to us is, Be ye alſo ready. 

Aa. You did fo, and alſo told me, that 
we ought to put the queſtion to ourſelves, 
An I ready io die? That I might have been 
taken, and ſhe left to have held up the 
pall 
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pall at my funeral, as I have done at her's; 
that it was not improper to inquire what 


my condition would have been, had that 
been the caſe ; and as we knew not which 
of us ſhould. be called next, we ought not 
to reſt ſatisfied till we had ground to hope 


we were prepared for this great and awful 


change. 
Eli. I remember this now, and that you 


were much grieved for the loſs of your 


companion; but I could not perceive by 
any thing I could get out of you, that the. 


thoughts of your own death, or a future 
ſtate, had made any deep impreſſion on 
your mind. 26 | 

Ma. Not much indeed, till your ſea- 
ſonable advice put me upon ſerious reflec- 
tion. I got by myſelf, and endeavoured to 
fearch my own heart and confider my 
ways; and upon a ſtrict enquiry, ſaw too 


- much ground to fear that I was a ſtranger 


to that repentance which is unto life, and 
that faith which works by love, and purifies 
the heart; that all my religion conſiſted in 
keeping from the gtoſſer acts of ſin, and 


attending on public and family worſhip, 


and ſometimes ſecret prayers. But that all 


this was owing to the religious education 


we haye had, and not from any real delight 
1 found in duty, or any deſire herein to 
teſtify my obedience to God. The vari- 


ous conflicts | felt in my own mind, the 


temptations I had to ſtifle theſe convic- 


tions, as I have before done, I cannot tell 


you; 
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chis temptation that it was time enough for 
me to think on religion ſome years hence. 
AA. The inſtance of mortality ſo lately 
before your eyes, and I ſuppoſe not out of 
Jour thoughts, was a ſufficient argument 
80 repel the force of ſuch æ temptation. 
Aa. That's true, one might well think 
fo ; but, alas! I know not whether I ſhould 
not have been carried away by it, had it 
not pleaſed God to lay his hand upon me, 


which much alarmed me again, and | was 


under the utmoſt concern, left 1 ſhould be 
taken away before I had made effectual 


proviſion for the happineſs of my immor- 


tal ſoul. 
Ek. Well Maria, I think you heard a 
. e diſcourſe to-day. 


I did ſo; and I can't but admire 


the hand of God in it, that I ſhould be © 


deſirous to go, notwithſtanding the diſor- 


der I was under (which you know made 
mamma loth to have me go) for it was a 
feaſon which 1 33 


by me. 
Eli. I was ad you went, and 
thought the — peculiarly ſuitable to 


Lian what had paſſed in your mind be- 
fore, it appears to have been much more 
ſo, It was a moſt encouraging ſermon to 


young ones. - 2 


Ma. When Mr. named the text, 
Wilt thou not frem this time cry unts me, my 
Father, 


vou; but particularly was I aſſaulted with 


as it was your birth-day. But now | 
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Father, thou art the guide of my youth ? Me- 


thought every word ſeemed. directed to me 
in particular; and it was with eagerneſs 


and delight I attended both to the openi 
and applying of them. This afternoon 


have Veen ſome time retired, reflecting on 


what I had heard, and applying it to my- 
ſelf after the following manner: I am 
now twelve years old, ſhall I not then from 
this time, this remarkable day, take God 
for my Father, ſince he is gracioully pleaſed 
to offer to adopt me for his child? He will 
abundantly make up the loſs of my earthly 


father; he will be as ready and more able 


to be the guide of my youth, if 1 commit 


* myſelf to his conduct.“ Theſe and ſuch 


like refletions were followed by a full re- 
ſolution to delay no longer the important 
affair; and I truſt I have now with my 
whole heart given up myſelf to God in 
„ put myſelf under the conduct of 
his Word and Spirit, and entered into co- 
venant, to be from this day his obedient 
child; and he has been pleaſed to _ 
his acceptance of the ſolemn furrender 

have made of myſelf to him, by the peace 
and joy I have felt in my own breaſt, which 
I longed to let you know, being very ſen- 
fible of the greatneſs of your love for me, 
and the concern you have ſhewn for my 
welfare, eſpecially what relates to my ever- 


"laſting happineſs. 


Eli, Dear Maria, this news rejoiceth 
my heart; now I truſt my wiſhes and 
prayers 


—— _ —— 
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prayers for you will be: fully anſwered; 
now I with a new pleaſure look upon: you, 
as related to me, not only in the bonds of 
nature, but grace; now I have one to 
converſe with on religious ſubjects, which 
I had not before, having nobody 1 could 
de free with. I hope now (my dear) we 
ſhall ſpend many pleaſant hours together, 
in ſuch converſation as ſhall be moſt for 

— mutual comfort and edification. | 
Aa. Pray let us go by ourſelves as often 


as we can, for 1- ſhall: be glad of your 


afftance to confirm and * me in 
the n of . 


„ 
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